The continuum of restorative materials in pediatric dentistry--a review for the clinician.
Many choices are available to the practitioner of restorative dentistry for children. With the introduction of several new classes of restorative materials in recent years, some confusion has been created about what these materials are, making it difficult to identify their appropriate clinical use. This paper reviews glass-ionomer materials, resin-modified (reinforced) glass ionomers, compomers, and composite resins for the practitioner. Definitions of these materials, a general description of their contents, and usage-selection criteria are provided. Although more choices for tooth restoration can make the selection of the right material more difficult, a better understanding of the components and the strengths and weaknesses of each category of materials offers the opportunity to select the right material for the right situation.